Assessment of feline ehrlichiosis in central Spain using serology and a polymerase chain reaction technique.
Antibodies to Ehrlichia spp. and inclusion bodies compatible with Ehrlichia spp. in feline blood cells have been previously detected in Spain. The aim of this study was to assess the presence of antibodies to E. canis, N. risticii, and A. phagocytophilum in 122 feline serum samples from Madrid (central Spain). In addition, Ehrlichia genus-specific, one-tube, nested polymerase chain reaction (PCR) was performed from blood samples from these cats. Of the cats, 10.6% were seropositive for E. canis, 2.4% were positive for N. risticii, and 4.9% were seropositive for A. phagocytophilum. Two N. risticii-positive cats and one animal seropositive to A. phagocytophilum were also seropositive for E. canis. Despite these seropositive results, all the blood samples analyzed by PCR were negative. Our results demonstrate reactivity against agents implicated in feline ehrlichiosis in Spain. Further studies should be performed in order to clarify the significance of serology and PCR in the diagnosis of feline ehrlichiosis.